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In re Application of: 



Examiner: Not Assigned 
Group Art Unit No.: 2161 
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Serial No.: 09/680,902 

Filing Date: October 6, 2000 

For: METHOD FOR DETERMINING 
TOTAL COST OF OWNERSHIP 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, it is respectfully 
requested that this Information Disclosure Statement be entered and the documents 
listed below and on the attached Form PTO-1449 be considered by the Examiner and 
made of record. Copies of the listed documents required by 37 C.F.R. § 1 .98(a)(2) are 
enclosed for the convenience of the Examiner. 



The references now cited are the following: 

U.S. Patent Documents 



Document No. 


Date 


Inventor 


5,485,574 


01/1996 


Bolosky et al. 


5,745,880 


04/1998 


Strothmann 


5,771,179 


06/1998 


White et al. 


5,793,632 


08/1998 


Fad et al. 


5,960,417 


09/1999 


Pan et al. 


6,157,916 


12/2000 


Hoffman 


Foreign Patent Documents 


DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


EPO 652 518A1 


10/1995 


EPO 


JP 407-1 82209 


07/1995 


Japan 


JP 408-320855 


12/1996 


Japan 



Other Art 



• Sircar, S. and Dave, D., "The relationship between benchmark tests and 
microcomputer price," Communications of the ACM, March 1986, vol. 29, no. 3, 
pp. 212-217 (abstract only). 

• Takahashi, Y., "Network planning for transportation business," Journal of the 
Institute of Electronics, Information and Communication Engineers, February 
1993, vol. 76, no. 2, pp. 126-128 (abstract only). 

• PCT/US00/27518, International Search Report, dated January 9, 2001. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(g), (h), this Information Disclosure 
Statement is not to be construed as a representation that a search has been made and 
is not to be construed to be an admission that the information cited is, or is considered 
to be, material to patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(b). 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed prior to the receipt of the first 
Official Action reflecting an examination on the merits and hence is believed to be timely 
filed in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(b). 
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In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(e)(1 ), Applicant(s) hereby certify that each 
item of the information disclosed in this Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more 
than three months prior to filing of the present statement, as evidenced by the date of 
the enclosed search report. 

Applicant(s) respectfully request that the listed documents be made of record in 
the present case. 



Respectfully submitted, 




David W. Okey 
Registration No. 42,959 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 



BRINKS HOFER GILSON & LIONE 
P.O. Box 10395 
Chicago, IL 60610 
(312) 321-4200 
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